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WEA Area Education
Manager’s Report
It has been another eventful, action-packed and enjoyable year! We have engaged with
several new partners and have once again been fortunate to have worked with such a
committed and dedicated team of tutors. The variety of learning delivered during this time
includes:

Conscientious Objectors’ Project
(Legacies of Resistance to the First
World War)
WEA’s Heritage Lottery Fund (HLF) supported
Bringing to Life the Meaning of Conscientious
Objection project finished earlier this year and was
a great success. The project culminated in a final
showcase event at St Mungo Museum in Glasgow
but the year was full of events and interest for those
involved. The final project output was a published
booklet illustrating the work and research from
the three main groups (Dundee, Glasgow and
Edinburgh). The Edinburgh learners were fortunate
enough to be given access to the Autograph Book
of Henry McIntyre, a WW1 CO from Aberdeen to
delve into as part of their research. Henry collected
quotes, pictures and written reflections from
fellow COs in his book which he dedicated to his
sweetheart Nora (pages from Henrys Autograph
Book below).

Please see examples exhibited below from St
Mungo Museum event:

Other highlights from the CO project this year
included learners:
participating in a series of events organised
in partnership with Great War Dundee entitled
Marking Conscientious Objectors Awareness
Week in Dundee
presenting their findings at ‘Legacies of
Resistance: The Struggle Continues’, WEA’s
thought-provoking showcase event held at the
Scottish Parliament. Christina McKelvie, MSP
sponsored the event and spoke passionately in
support of the legacy of the Scottish WW1 CO’s.

The Edinburgh group met regularly at Gayfield
Square and produced an array of banners, posters,
videos, interactive maps and ceramics, to name a
few, and thoroughly enjoyed the whole experience.

taking part in the Edinburgh Fringe! Learners
from Edinburgh, Glasgow and Dundee organised
a small exhibition on ‘Scottish Resistance to
WW1’ at Venue 40, The Quaker Meeting House.
The exhibition utilised materials, artefacts,
pop-up banners and posters collected and
created during the project, with much of this on
display. This learner-led venture was a success in
many ways. For one it showed the camaraderie,
friendship and support structures that had
developed and continued within and across
the learner groups long after the project had
officially come to an end.
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Bristol WW1 Event
At the end of April, nine CO project learners
and I travelled to Bristol to take part in a WW1
event at the cities fantastic MShed museum.
The Edinburgh group was well represented!
The event, ‘Commemoration, Conflict and
Conscience’ focused on hidden or lesser known
stories from WW1: legacy, peace-building and
alienation from commemoration. The learners
were all very keen to attend and managed their
own schedules and itineraries at the weekend
long event. All got fully involved and attended
a myriad of events (films, music, poetry, theatre
etc) over what was a fascinating weekend.
The trip was funded through an Arts and
Humanities Research Council bursary.

Everyday Skills and ESOL in the Workplace
We worked closely with Aramark staff based at
Aegon during this period, organising Information
Sessions followed by Initial Assessments and then
three courses based on the language level and
learning needs of the staff. The non-native speakers
attended English for Speakers of other Languages
(ESOL) courses on-site with the native speakers
joining the advanced level non-native speakers on
an Everyday Skills Course. All the courses went well

with the Everyday Skills course in particular being
well received by the learners and management at
Aramark.
The Everyday Skills course finished with a
celebration event at Aegon. The three small
project teams delivered excellent presentations
and demonstrated the skills and confidence they
had gained from the course. All who attended were
hugely impressed by the drive, ability
and resourcefulness evidenced by
the group. The three teams delivered
presentations on the following
subjects:
Correct use of English in email
correspondence
Food allergies
Health and Safety - introduction
for new staff (the learners had
produced their own extremely
professional H&S video!)
The amount of work the learners had
invested was plain to see and they
were in turn delighted by the genuinely
glowing and positive feedback they
all received from team mates and
managers alike (Aramark Everyday
Skills learners pictured left).
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ESOL for Employability

WEA Office relocation

We delivered four well attended ‘Pathways to Work’
ESOL for Employability courses. These Industry
Sector specific courses have been designed to
assist interested learners find out more about
securing employment in the Care, Health and
Hospitality sectors. We worked closely with many
other organisations in and around Edinburgh and
benefitted from referrals from several partner
agencies.

We will be moving our Scottish Headquarters and
Lothians team from Gayfield Square to our new
premises near Crewe Toll in mid-October. We will
be sad to leave Gayfield Square but are all looking
forward to settling into our new surroundings. I look
forward to welcoming you to our new office!

Employability Skills
In addition we organised and delivered three
Employability Skills courses to members of the PCS
union at HMRC in Livingston. These courses were
funded through STUCs Scottish Union Learning
Fund.

The new HQ and Lothians office address is:

WEA Scotland
525 Ferry Road
Edinburgh
EH5 2FF
Archie Campbell
Area Education Manager, WEA
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WEA Playwrights Workshop: Report
for April 2018 - March 2019
The WEA Playwrights’ Workshop was
tutored by Liz Hare for a 9-week term
on Tuesdays from 11-1pm, ending 13
March 2018; the classes started back
for a 6-week term from 17 April and
recommenced after the summer break on
2nd Oct for another 9-week term. In 2019
the classes followed the same pattern,
resuming in January 22nd for 9 weeks.
The workshops take place in George IV Bridge
Central Library in the Board Room. We are grateful
to Selby Wands, Chairperson of the WEA Theatre
Studies, who handles the room reservation for the
Playwrights groups when she places the booking for
the Theatre Studies group which meets on Tuesday
afternoons.
The membership of the classes as around 10
students, mainly retired, and mostly returners
although we have welcomed a few new members to
the group over the period covered. Some of them
have play projects and ideas they wish to pursue.
Others welcome ideas and suggestions from the
tutor to get them started. The group members
bring scenes from the play they are developing.
Usually these are emailed to me for copies to
be made. These are read aloud in the group
and discussed. There is an emphasis on positive
feedback, so no one is discouraged, and all are
confident to share and take on board suggestions
from group members. The discussion is always lively!
Learners are also encouraged to bring redrafts of
scenes they are developing so the group sees their
play emerging and changing due to class input.
The class benefits from the strong link with Citadel
Arts Group. Most of them have seen their scripts
professionally read and performed by the group in
our Leith base. In 2018, three class members had
plays tried out in the Play, Pie and Pint format. The
feedback was excellent; the reviewer awarded the

programme of play 4 stars; one of them is being
developed for a full performance in 2020. At the
Festival Fringe, a relatively new class member saw
his play performed to capacity audiences, very
positive feedback and a 5-star review. He writes:
‘My early attempts and drafts were read and
critiqued by other older writers which encouraged
me to stick to the hard work of shaping the story for
presentation on the stage.
Towards the end of 2017 a full - length workable
draft received a rehearsed reading – script in hand
– by professional actors as part of the Luminate
Creative Ageing programme. Feedback from the
event indicated that the play had the potential for
full performance, subject to further development:
the rewriting I was to become so familiar with.’
Students have also learned the skills involved with
scripting a soundscape. Over the period six class
members produced the text for two soundscapes
which have been recorded to a professional
standard with sound effects by Citadel engineers.
Another class member used the workshop to
develop a historical play for the Dumfries and
Galloway Arts Festival.
Several of the group have had challenging personal
circumstances to cope with during the period. They
report that the class has been a huge support to
them through these difficult times. Friendships
have formed and the older people who make up the
group have gained an outlet for their creativity and
a way for their voices to be heard.
Liz Hare
Course Tutor
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WEA Theatre Study Groups: Annual Report 2018-2019
We still run two classes of this popular course to
accommodate the fifty plus students who wish to
attend. Many have been coming for a number of
years.
We meet on Tuesday afternoons at the Central Library in
George 1V Bridge where we enjoy free accommodation, and
then the class is repeated on Wednesday mornings at the Eric
Liddell Centre in Morningside where we pay a competitive
room rental charge. Occasionally we have to find alternative
accommodation, usually provided by the Augustine Church in
George 1V Bridge where we are made very welcome.
The classes run for nine weeks in the autumn and winter terms
and for six weeks in the spring term. We have pegged fees at
£40 for some years now but, with a comfortable bank balance,
we are planning to offer the course for £5 for one term only
to use up some of the surplus funds. We will review this at
our regular Committee Meeting. We don’t advertise the
course since any vacancies are speedily taken up by friends or
acquaintances of the current student group.
The course is managed by a Committee comprising of five
students from the classes. We meet approximately once each
term to decide on term dates and duration, fees, student
numbers (approximately 25 for each class) and to consider
arranging guest speakers or outings to a theatre focussed
event.

Over the three terms we attended twenty two theatrical
productions: Lyceum (4), Kings (8), Traverse (7) The Brunton,
Musselburgh (2) and the Theatre Royal, Glasgow (1). At the
latter we enjoyed a very lively production of Romeo & Juliet.
The Lyceum offered up great productions of ‘The Duchess
of Malfi’, ‘Touching the Void’,’ Twelfth Night’ and ‘Cyrano
de Bergerac’. The Kings put on endearing productions
of ‘Shakespeare in Love’,’ Captain Corelli’s Mandolin’, old
favourite, ’Art’ and ‘The Glasgow Girls’. This last play had been
a great hit at last year’s Edinburgh Fringe. As always, the
Traverse put on some exciting and challenging work, namely
‘The Last Witch’; ‘Ulster American’ & ‘Origins of Mr. Punch’.
There were many more, too numerous to mention. Suffice
to say, we enjoyed and were stimulated by a wide range of
productions, making for lively discussions at our classes.
We also much enjoyed a visit from actors, Mike Daviot &
Mark Kydd, to talk about their roles in ‘Sherlock – The Final
Reckoning’ showing at the Assembly Roxy.
As always we are indebted to Liz Hare, our tutor, for skilfully
putting together such an interesting and diverse programme.
Many, many thanks, Liz.

Selby Wands
Chair of Student Group
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WEA Stitching Times Group and the Central Library
Tapestry ‘Stitching Times, Stitching Central’
Back in 2014-15, while we were busy
working on our now well travelled Women
of the Great War tapestry panels, we
were approached by Wendy Pearson,
who was then working at the Edinburgh
Central Library, to create a tapestry
commemorating 125 years of the Edinburgh
Central Library.
We were not sure at the time, that the project could
go ahead, but by Spring 2015 it was all go, and, tutor
and designer Rebecca Mackay was well underway
beginning the design for the project wintering it out
in minus 32� in Canada while visiting her parents. By
October 2019, work on the fabric had begun and we
were well ensconced in the Edinburgh Room at the
library, needles and wool to hand, to begin. Three
3”x 3” panels were worked on in small groups, for that
year, and by the summer of 2016, the panels were sewn
together to then begin work on the tapestry as one
piece 3” x 9”.
From 2016-2018, the work was completed on a
voluntary basis by all involved in the Stitching Times
Group, with space generously offered to continue
our work at the Central Library, and by the end of
October 2018, it was presented to the Central Library
to hang on the wall of the grand stair, leading up to
the Reference floor.
It is with great sadness, though, that these years
also witnessed the passing of two some of our most
dedicated members, Kate Neilson and Anne Scott,
and the declining health of Elizabeth Currie, who
found it necessary to put her needle down, but her
presence was always met with great delight when

she came to visit us in the library, working away, and
seeing the tapestry’s progress. Kate, and Anne, you
are missed by so many of us.
Many students as well as the tutor, volunteered a
great deal of their free time, to work on completing
the tapestry, especially after the duration of the
course itself, and much of their dedication has to be
highly commended here. As tutor, I have witnessed the
embroidery and creative abilities of the group, since
it began in 2010-2011, improve and improve, to the
professional standard it has shown in their legacy of
the Central Library Tapestry. As tutor, I would like to
extend my thanks to the WEA, and the Central Library
for their continuing support of these very important
projects, but most of all, to the women of our
Stitching Times Group for their unbridled support and
enthusiasm, their superb talents, beautiful handiwork,
and the wonderfully fabulous team they have been!
Rebecca Mackay
Course Tutor
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The Diggers Writers
The group meets weekly to discuss our writing.
We meet in a pub. We each bring along a piece of work and 'workshop it', by that I mean that we read out our
writing is and then it's commented upon in a constructive but honest way. We write poems, stories, novels,
drama, articles etc. We are also looking at ways to publish our work and thanks to funding from the WEA's Local
Association we will be inviting a tutor along to deliver a course in 'online publishing'. So if you are interested in
writing or getting published please contact John: johnmccaughie8@gmail.com
John McCaughie
Course Tutor

Scottish Literature
Edinburgh Central Library and Rosyth Parish Church
We continue to meet every Monday
morning at 11 am in the wonderful
setting of the Central Library in
Edinburgh, and on a Thursday in the no
less salubrious setting of Rosyth Parish
Church at 11 am. Within both venues
we continue to indulge ourselves
in the major and minor authors,
major texts and the contexts and
defining intellectual issues of Scottish
literature.
And as Scot Lit does not exist in a vacuum - we are
further enriched by a growing familiarity with the
same in other literature traditions thanks to the
knowledge and enthusiasm of the students. We
continue to develop our knowledge whilst honing
our skills in analysis, interpretation and enjoy goodhumoured debate!
This past year we have explored, amongst others,
Sorley Mclean and Seamus Heaney, Edwin Morgan,
Helen Cruickshank, Violet Jacob and Marion Angus,
as well as Carol Ann Duffy and William McIllvanney.
We continue to become more aware of the cultural
significance of literature and the role it plays in
the larger culture. We continue to study a diverse
range of Scottish texts from the earliest times to
the present day. Texts, including those in the Scots
language, are always attempted to be explored
within the context of key historical and cultural

themes, and although we inevitably have some
disagreements as to interpretations, we thoroughly
enjoy exchanging views.
We have also focused this past year on a reexamination and fresh exploration of Scottish
history and language as well as older Scottish
literature and language from the medieval period
onwards including the great medieval Makars.
We have attempted to approach these texts
both analytically and historically. And thanks to
the efforts of the students we have all further
developed our critical and creative thinking skills,
the results of which are
shared through multiple points of view. We are lucky
to have a wide selection of voices keen to express
themselves, and in our own small and humble way
are becoming confident and articulate interpreters
and contributors to our culture !
We welcome new faces or anyone thinking of
returning after a break. Classes are always fun,
informal and informative. Come along and join us
on our next exploration of Scottish Literature.
Mark Tolmie
Course Tutor
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Annual Report from the WEA Lothian Women’s
Forum September 2019
The Lothian Women's Forum is an
autonomous and self-funding group
within WEA Lothian. We fully support
and follow the aims and codes of the
WEA.
Members: Barbara Badger, Anne Milne, Joan

Skinner, Christine Proudfoot, Liz Beevers, Janet
Hopkins, Margaret Hendry, Tiana Sidey Treasurer
(TS), Margaret Ferguson Burns Secretary (MFB)
Early in the new session we arranged and enjoyed
a brain storming workshop which Kait Laughlin
facilitated - we agreed that we wanted the Lothian
Women's Forum to continue as a group, and to
progress our latest project, the Parliament Plaque
Project, while enabling individuals to continue their
own research for our ongoing Lothian Women's
Trail.
Our main aims continue to be focussed on
increasing women's interest in women's history; and
encouraging more women to engage in research hopefully bring in additional members.

Parliament Plaques Project

previous working title - Women's Literature
(2018 Report).
The initial idea for the project came from the
realisation that, of the 26 quotes on the plaques
on the Canongate Wall outside the Scottish
Parliament, only one is by a woman (this added at
the time of the 10th Anniversary of the Parliament)
- an excerpt from Mary Brooksbank's Jute Mill
Song.
Despite this unfortunate oversight, women seem
well represented in the art within the building, for
example - and even in the making of the building
itself.
The idea is to hold a series of 4 half day workshops
to engage women in researching women's thoughts
and writings, with a view to finding quotations
which reflect the Scotland we aspire to be; as well
as women's place in the creation of the Scottish
Parliament and since then.
In preparation some of us have already visited the
Parliament to take part in tours, e.g. the Literature
Tour which is no longer available and the Art Tour
to find out what is currently available and included we have an MSP sponsor for an Art Tour modified to
focus on women's work.
Visits were made to the Scottish Poetry Library to
discuss the possibility of a visit there to encourage
women to join the library and spend time there
finding suitable quotes; also in the Edinburgh and
Scottish Collection of the Central Library.

The Edinburgh Museums have been approached
with a view to involving them in contributing
something about women's writings, based on the
Writers' Museum Makars' Court quotations and
other material - this has been met with interest and
is being followed up.
A presentation from a local historian about
the women involved in the establishment of the
Parliament and involvement since then, including its
design and build, is also being followed up.
We aim to get this up and running for spring 2020;
and to bring the project to an end we plan to gather
at the Canongate Wall to display our suggested
plaques and share our research.
The Lothian Local Association has kindly agreed in
principal to contribute some funding towards our
costs which should be minimal.

Lothian Women's Trail
We continue to work on researching material for the
online Women’s Trail. The East Lothian trail pages
are still in development, and will be in memory
of our friend and founding Forum Chair, Kate
Neilson, who spent some time on this while still well
enough, visiting and recording information about
notable women from East Lothian - many of whose
achievements were little known.
Two further subsections of our website have been
started this year. Neither of these is currently live,
the efforts can be viewed on the development site.
One named Trail of Trails aims to link all the trail
sections we have done, as well as trails already in
existence which include and celebrate women e.g.
memorials erected by Edinburgh University.
http://www.cheztiana.eclipse.co.uk/wforum/ToT/
index.html
The other, currently named Finishings and
Flourishes is collating our current Edinburgh work.
http://www.cheztiana.eclipse.co.uk/wforum/
GNF/index.html
Suggestions are always welcome from other
members of the WEA of women who could be
included - and everyone is welcome to send us
research for inclusion on our trail, whether a
member of the Women's Forum or no (full credit
given).

Breaking the Mould Project
The panels from the Breaking the Mould project
continue to be displayed in libraries across
Lothian, with much interest - and there are
often opportunities to share a few copies of the
publication.
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Social Media
MFB maintains the Breaking the Mould and Lothian
Women's Forum Trail facebook pages https://www.
facebook.com/WEABreakingthemould/
https://www.facebook.com/
WEAlothianwomensforum/
TS maintains our website.

Members' Activities
Some of us attended a brilliant conference at
Riddles court called Silenced Histories where we
heard about a small but very determined group of
women active in the Edinburgh Social Union who
were the power behind Patrick Geddes.

Members of the group continue to enjoy other WEA
groups and projects, as well as contributing to the
local association.
We continue to meet socially when possible and had
an enjoyable Christmas lunch together; and always
offer the option of socialising after meetings.
We welcome new members at any time and
encourage you to read our Information Leaflet to
see if you'd like to become involved in developing
our activities. Copies are available on request via
the Edinburgh Office or message us via Forum’s
Facebook page.
Margaret Ferguson Burns
Lothian Women’s Forum
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WEA Exploring Books: September 2018 to August 2019
In this year we gave ourselves some
challenges, stepping rather further
perhaps from familiar territory. This
included differences of place, culture,
structure, style and language. We
had chosen to spend one term reading
books by African authors, writing about
Africa. In these books, and others, the
cultural background was reflected in the
language, being expressed in Caribbean
English, some expressions in Kikuyu, Igbo
et al. We also chose for ourselves books
that are known for challenging structure
and style. And we chose many novels
that are great ‘reads’. As usual not all
books were liked by everyone but I think all
books were thoroughly enjoyed by some
members and I think its fair to say that we
stretched our boundaries.

Autumn Term 2018
We started this year with some of the tremendous
‘reads’; great story lines that also painted a picture
of time and place.

Winter Term 2019
This was our Africa term. The group chose books by
authors most of us had no previous knowledge of,
resisting the temptation of known writers – Chinua
Achebe, Chimananda Ngozi Adichie etc. It was
quite a journey.
Ngugi wa Thiong’o The Grain of Wheat – set in
Kenyan at the time of the Mau Mau rebellion and
Kenyan independence, this is a thoughtful book of
loyalty and betrayal.
Chigozie Obioma The Fishermen – set in Nigeria.
The fishermen are 4 brothers who set off a chain of
events. It’s steeped in Igbo culture, language and
oral storytelling.
Leila Abouleila Elsewhere, Home – we read a short
story from this collection which look at the yearning
for home, wherever that may be.
Ayesha Harruna Attah The Hundred Wells of
Salaga – based on true events in pre-colonial
Ghana this is a story of love, survival, women’s place,
and early slavery.
Petina Gappah A Book of Memory – set in
Zimbabwe, this is a very moving, nuanced novel
of an albino woman sentenced to death for the
murder of her white adoptive father.

Summer Term 2019

Barry Unsworth The Ruby in her Navel – set in 12th
Century Sicily where Greeks, Arabs and Normans
lived side by side, increasingly uneasily.

This term was one of contrasts. Two of the books
were, quite frankly, difficult to read; two were much
easier to digest. All were thought provoking.

Elif Shafak The Bastard of Istanbul – a roller coaster
of a book dealing with co-existence and divide
between Turks and Armenians

William Faulkner Sound and Fury – set in early 20th
century American south this book was radical in its
use of stream of consciousness, for moving in voice
and time (sometimes in the same sentence). Its
also radical for inclusion of the ‘voice’ of a nonverbal
person with learning difficulties, for empathy with
the ‘sinning’ woman and the power base of black &
white interaction.

Sam Sevlon The Lonely Londoners –written in 1956,
this was the first book bringing to life the early
experience of the Windrush incomers. Devastating
but also very humorous.
Elizabeth Strout My Name is Lucy Barton – very
limited in time and place but encompasses a whole
life time of experience of family relations with
financial and emotional deprivation.
Colum McCann Let the Great World Spin – a
multifaceted heart-breaking book dealing with
some of the more harsh realities of New York life
(extreme poverty, drug addiction, immigration,
prostitution) but with surprises of community and
support.

Sally Magnusson The Seal Woman’s Gift – set in
17th century Iceland and Algiers this is a thoroughly
good story which also taught of the real events it is
based on.
Malcolm Lowry Under the Volcano – set in early
20th century Mexico and relating the fatal
alcoholism of the British consul, this book is full of
symbols and allusions to literature, religion and
mythology. An early review said it was ‘one of the
most readable novels to appear since the war’.
Some of the group might say they’d rather not try
the others!
Kamila Shamsie Home Fire – set in 21st century
London and Pakistan has 5 protagonists from two
families which brings to life stories that could be
in the news affecting British Asians, to make it
personal and intimate.
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Extracurricular activities

Thanks

Last year we enjoyed reading Bernard
MacLaverty’s Midwinter Break. We invited him to
speak to our group and the Book Talk class. A very
enjoyable speaker, it was fascinating to hear him
talk about how he approaches writing. We learnt
that input for his novels is sometimes more random
than we might imagine: a block of ice in a street was
included simply because he’d seen one!

Wendy has again been a brilliant tutor for the
group. Her research into the book is a very valuable
starting point for discussion. She helps keeps us
focused and seeks to allow space for every voice. A
remarkable achievement! She is the main organiser
of the extra activities; truly going above and
beyond to support the group.

We started our term of African novels by inviting
Roger Bromley, Emeritus Professor of Nottingham
University to share his thoughts on what has been
an interest of his for many years. He gave us an
extremely helpful and interesting account of the
development of writing in the last few decades,
highlighting the interest in traditional culture and
oral storytelling and in writing in dialect or their
native language.
Many of us went to a session of the Book Festival
chaired by Val McDermid on the theme of ‘What
is Home’. In the panel as originally booked there
were Leila Abouleila, Robin Robertson and Kamila
Shamsie. As it happened Kamila had to withdraw
from the event. Linda Grant stepped in and was an
excellent substitute.
A good number of people also went to see The
Fishermen, being performed as part of the Fringe.

Thank also to Barbara. She not only manages the
finances but does so much more. She’s often the
one in touch with members who are ill, or those
who have left. She points out radio programmes,
performances linked to out books or of close
interest. Other people do this too; we have a bit of
a social network happening! Importantly, Barbara
also organises our lunches out.
Nancy Davis
Secretary of Exploring Books

WEA Scotland
525 Ferry Road
Edinburgh
EH5 2FF
E. scotland@wea.org.uk
W. weascotland.org.uk
@WEAScotland
WEAScotland

The WEA is a charity registered in England and
Wales (no. 1112775) and in Scotland (no. SC039239).

